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hensive plan proposed for the reduction of the
freebooters; that singly, it was an object of little
importance, while it might involve us with the
Mahrattas, and prematurely bring on the ne-
cessity of the immediate prosecution of the very
course it had been resolved to defer. These ar-
guments prevailed; and the home authorities
afterwards admitted the propriety of this post-
ponement of the execution of their orders at the
particular juncture.

On the Governor-general's return from the
western provinces, in September 1815, conceiving
the Goorkha war to be near its conclusion, his
Lordship came prepared with a proposition then
to carry the measure into effect. However, the
suspense in regard to NipM, and the ultimate re-
newal of war in that direction, prevented the
matter from being immediately taken up. After
the final termination of hostilities, towards the end
of March, the proposition was renewed'; indeed,
the question was forced upon the Indian govern-
ment, by the increasing distresses of Jypoor, and
by the earnest applications of its Raja, Jugut
Singh, the son of our former ally, Piirtab Singh,
to be received under the wing of protection.

In the course of that month it had been as-
certained that Ameer Khan was collecting the
whole of the Putan forces, for the attack of Raja
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